
March 2nd is a very important 
day.  Why?  Because it’s the 
deadline for submitting your 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) and GPA 
verifi cation form to receive a 
Cal Grant.

If you are considering going 
to college, or your child or 
grandchild is, be sure to 
investigate fi nancial aid.  While community college fees 
are only $20 a unit, one of the lowest in the nation, you 
may still qualify for fi nancial aid to cover fees, books 
and living expenses.

The FAFSA can help you determine if you’re eligible for 
the Board of Governors Enrollment Fee Waiver (BOGW), 
Federal Pell Grant, the Cal Grants, and a variety of 
loans or work-study programs. California Community 
Colleges fi nancial aid programs serve over a half a 
million students each year with aid totaling nearly $900 
million—you could be one of them.

In fact, over 80 percent of the students attending Valley 
College and Crafton Hills College receive some kind of 
fi nancial aid.  Plus, there are a variety of scholarships 
available at each college.  

Our fi nancial aid offi ces are ready and willing to help you 
apply for fi nancial aid.  You can call Crafton Hills College 
Financial Aid Offi ce, 389-3223 or San Bernardino Valley 
College Financial Aid Offi ce, 384-4403.  You can also 
fi nd a wealth of information online.  You might want 
to start at www.icanaffordcollege.com.

But please, don’t forget March 2nd.

Donald F. Averill, Ed.D.
Chancellor
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COMMUNITY NEWS
“Enhancing Your Life With Quality Education”

Donald F. Averill

START A CAREER HERE!

As Chancellor of the San 
Be rna rd ino  Commun i ty 
College District, I sit on the 
Mayor’s Education Roundtable, 
along with Valley College 
President Denise Whittaker, 
CSUSB President Al Karnig and 
Art Delgado, Superintendent 
of the San Bernardino City 
Unifi ed School District.

The Mayor’s Education Roundtable, with the support of 
Mayor Patrick J. Morris, is pleased to announce that we 
secured $965,000 for expanded pre-school programming 
in the City of San Bernardino.  I agree with the Mayor, 
“every child in our city should get every opportunity 
to grow and succeed, this includes the opportunity to 
attend pre-school.”  And I believe the earlier we can 
get children started on an education, the better chance 
we have of them continuing on through college.  Which 
is, of course, my ultimate goal for anyone who desires 
a higher education—whether it is for career technical 
skills, transfer to a four-year institution or for personal 
enrichment.  Pre-school lays a great foundation for future 
educational success.

I’m excited to partner with my colleagues in the Mayor’s 
Education Roundtable, County Pre-School Services and 
the City as we work with other local education partners 
to defi ne and implement what will someday become a 
city-wide “preschool for all” program.  

These services are especially vital in our community, 
where we trail most of California in the number of high 
school graduates going on to attend college.  I commend 
Dr. Herb Fischer, County Superintendent of Schools, for 
creating the Alliance for Education, another program 
dedicated to increase the college-going rate in our County, 
and for his commitment to pre-school for all.  Together, 
we can help improve the education of our community 
members and ultimately the local economy.

Donald F. Averill, Ed.D.
Chancellor

The San Bernardino Community College District is hosting two 
community events to get you started on a new career path.

FREE!  1. Apply for Admissions to San Bernardino Valley  
   College or Crafton Hills College in Yucaipa.
  2. Learn about career opportunities at both   
   colleges.
  3. Sign-up for assessment in order to register for  
   the right classes.
  4. Fill out Financial Aid Forms
  5. Pick up a Class Schedule for Fall 2007

Stop by the Hutton Community Center for these special 
presentations:
 10:00 a.m. & Noon:    Admissions Process/Q&A  
 10:15 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.:   Financial Aid Process
 11:00 a.m. and 1 p.m.  Counseling/Transfer 

For more information, call 382-4094.
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Saturday, August 4
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Hutton Community Center
660 Colton Ave.
Colton

Saturday, August 11
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Tri-City Shopping Center by Longs Drugs
Alabama Ave., just south of the I-10
Redlands



 What does 100 percent represent?  It is simply the 
best of the best and there is no greater percentile.  For the 
San Bernardino Valley College and the San Bernardino City 
Unifi ed School District Middle College High School Program it 
represents the number of seniors who passed the California 
High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) over the last four years.  
All 145 seniors were successful.  Of that total, 49 of the 
graduating seniors received their Associate of Art degrees 
in tandem with their high school diplomas.  

The six-year-old MCHS partnership began in 2001 to 
create small learning communities beginning with second 
year high school students.  The goal was to increase the 
college-going rate of students who are generally not college 
bound.  The target populations of fi rst generation college-
going youth, English language learners, ethnic minorities, 
and students underperforming in the traditional high school 
compared to their test score abilities made up an entering 
class of 75 10th graders that fi rst year.  SBCUSD counselors, 
administrators and faculty participated in the interview and 
selection process. The students were then concurrently 
enrolled in high school and college classes.  During the 
college portion of the day students attend SBVC and take 
general education transfer level courses that range from 
physical education to history and biology.  During the high 
school portion of the day, students receive instruction in high 
school graduation required classes.  

The strategies implemented in 2001 have clearly 
paid off.  In April of this year, the MCHS program was 
selected as a 2007 California Distinguished School by State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell.  The 
annual award recognizes some of the state’s most exemplary 
public schools.  The offi cial presentation was made at an 
awards ceremony on May 18, 2007 at the Disneyland Hotel 
in Anaheim.  
   “This program is a true success story of how at-risk students, 
when given the opportunity and small learning communities, 
succeed,” said SBVC President Denise Whittaker.  

According to Bette Vest, MCHS Principal, students 
entering MCHS soon take control of their education 

and fi nd their grade points increasing.  All of the four 
graduating classes have increased their overall grade point 
average almost one full point and some even more.  The 
combination of high school and college classes have created 
an educational environment where all students can make 
the choice to succeed and follow their dreams in a safe, 
rigorous, small, learning environment.

Vanessa Olton is this year’s valedictorian.  Vanessa has 
been at MCHS for three years, and she graduates this year 
with a straight A average at SBVC and a 4.61 grade point 
average for high school; one semester of one class in four 
years was a B. SBVC has employed Vanessa as a tutor for 
the past two years.  She is a very modest young woman 
with a desire to become a doctor.  Vanessa was accepted 
at several outstanding colleges and has selected to attend 
Georgetown University in Washington D.C.  Her story is just 
one of many success stories from the class of 2007.

Middle College High School Continues to Soar
Paul Rubalcaba and Dr. Gloria Fisher

MCHS student Vanessa Olton being interviewed by Department 
of Education members before MCHS was declared a 2007 
California Distinguished School.

The Parent Education Center (PEC) offers FREE workshops and is 
open to the entire community, including parents, foster parents, and 
other relative caregivers and providers who need training or resources 
for young children. You can attend workshops in three basic areas: 
Health & Well-Being (including nutrition and stress management); 
Positive Discipline, (including age appropriate discipline and natural 
consequences); and Family Literacy, (including age appropriate 
literature and Kindergarten readiness). Workshops include FREE 
resources and materials, as well as incentives for attending.

Special activities planned for this summer include children’s art and 
music workshops, summer and water safety classes and children’s 
story time.  Classes are scheduled at various times in both English and 
Spanish.  For a detailed scheduled, please call or visit the PEC.

The Parent Education Center is located at 1010 Grant Avenue, across the street from SBVC.
 

Summer Hours: Monday through Thursday, 9 am to 6 pm.
 

Interested parents should call the SBVC Parent Education Center at 
(909) 384-4459, www.valleycollege.edu/childdevelopment



 The mighty, mighty Crafton 
Hills College (CHC) respiratory care 
students took on all challengers in 
the California Society for Respiratory 
Care (CSRC) Chapter II annual 
academic competition, emerging 
victorious for the fourth year in a row.
 The CSRC Chapter II Student 
“Sputum Bowl” is a regional college 
competition modeled after the old 
television program “College Bowl," with 
a moderator asking questions about 
the respiratory care fi eld, and teams 
comprised of three people competing 
to answer the questions.   The teams 
are asked questions about physiology, 
neonatal care, technical procedures and 
pharmacology.
 This year, 11 teams competed from 
respiratory care programs representing 
four colleges.  The competition was 
held at the Riverside County Regional 
Medical Center during “student night,” 
which gives students the opportunity to 
meet potential employers and members 
of the respiratory care fi eld.  
 A team of second-year CHC 
respiratory Care students won the 

CHC Student 
Senate President 
Arcadio Torres 
Advises “Get 
Involved”
Mat Hodge and Patrick Fite

     Recently elected 2007-2008 CHC Associated Student 
President Arcadio Torres, 20, doesn’t want to be someone who 
simply shouts from the sidelines in life. 
 “Get involved,” said Torres of Yucaipa, who will lead the 
CHC Student Senate during the next academic year. “You have 
the power to change things for the better.”
 During the past two years at CHC, Torres, a business major, 
has been a great example to others of what it means to be 
involved in campus life.
 “Meeting new people is what I enjoy most about 
participating,” Torres said.
 Torres’ many activities include serving as the student 
senator of Inter-Club Council, founding the CHC chapter of the 
business organization Phi Beta Lambda (PBL), being elected 
California PBL vice president, serving as the business editor 
of the student newspaper, The Advisor, and being selected to 
serve as an intern in the Hispanic Association of Colleges and 
University (HACU) internship program.
 As the student senator of Inter-Club Council, he has worked 
with CHC Student Life Director Erica Paddock to increase the 
number of student clubs on campus during 2006-2007.  

First place winners in the California Society 
for Respiratory Care (CSRC) Chapter II 
Tournament were, left to right, Crafton Hills 
College students Ryan Pope, 26, Colton; 
Sherleen Modhu, Highland; and Tyson 
Schafer, 28, Yucaipa.

coveted silver “Sputum Bowl,” which is 
presented each year to the winning team 
of the CSRC Chapter II tournament.   
Also, like last year, a team of fi rst-year 
CHC respiratory care students won 
second place.
 “I’m very, very proud,” said CHC 
Respiratory Care Director Ken Bryson.  
“For some schools, preparing for this 
competition is part of their curriculum.  
We don’t do that, but we do very well.  
This is the fourth year we’ve won the 
championship.”

 A high school member of Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA), Torres decided it would be a great idea to 
make Crafton a member of the college division PBL. He is 
also serving as Crafton’s PBL president.  The organization 
brings education and business together to give students the 
opportunity to get hands on professional experience.
More recently, he went to the University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA) for Phi Beta Lambda’s State Business 
Leadership Conference.  The success of the Crafton’s PBL 
chapter, combined with Torres’ impressive speech, essay, and 
GPA, convinced the state members of PBL to elect Torres as 
the new vice president of the California chapter of PBL.
 Torres is currently in the process of becoming a HACU 
summer intern. Torres plans to explore a position in marketing 
to broaden his extensive knowledge of business. The HACU 
National Internship Program (HNIP) is the nation’s largest 
internship program for Hispanic students. The program 
places students with demonstrated high levels of academic 
performance in paid internships in federal corporations and 
agencies.
 Torres recognized the importance of receiving assistance 
through the Financial Aid Offi ce and Extended Opportunity 
Programs and Services (EOPS) to attend CHC.  
 “Having my books and tuition paid for made a big 
difference,” he said.  “Everyone should apply.  Financial aid 
and EOPS are great assets.  They enabled me to focus on 
school.”
 Torres’ goal is to own his own company one day. 
After graduating from Crafton, he plans to transfer to the 
University of Southern California (USC) Marshall School of 
Business.

Second place winners in the California 
Society for Respiratory Care (CSRC) 
Chapter II Tournament were, left to 
right, Crafton Hills College students Emily 
Bracken, 25, Yucaipa; Nicholas Morris, 23, 
San Bernardino; and David Iniguez, 26, 
Palm Desert.

CHC Respiratory Students 
Triumph In Regional 
Competition For The Fourth Year 
Patrick Fite

 “It’s a very intense, high energy 
competition,” Bryson said.  “Just to 
have the guts to get up there and do 
that is inspiring.”
 The fi rst place team was comprised 
of CHC students Ryan Pope, 26, Colton; 
Sherleen Modhu, 22, Highland; and 
Tyson Schafer, 28, Yucaipa.  Modhu 
was the captain.  This is the second 
year that these three team members 
competed in the tournament.  
 “We wanted to keep the cup at 
CHC,” Modhu said.  “We tried very hard.  
The cup has been at CHC since 2003.  
It’s becoming a tradition.”
 According to team member Pope, 
among the reasons the three made a 
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The SBCCD has an 80-year history of providing quality and affordable vocational, oc-
cupational and workforce training programs through San Bernardino Valley College, 
Crafton Hills College, the Professional Development Center and KVCR FM-TV.

The Center of Excellence(COE), part of 
the Professional Development Center at 
the San Bernardino Community College 
District, is a regional center that serves 
all eleven community colleges in San 
Bernardino and Riverside Counties.  
The Center of Excellence is one of 
nine regionally-based centers within 
the California Community College’s 
Economic and Workforce Development 
Network that analyze regional economies 
and forecast workforce trends.

Util izing primary and secondary 
research, GIS technology, and industry 
interviews, the Center functions as 
a regional think-tank and produces 
Environmental Scanning reports.  These 
reports focus on high growth, emerging, 
and economically-critical industries.  
Reports typically include industry 

profi les with occupational trends, training and skill requirements, labor market 
information and recommendations on how regional community colleges can best 
respond to meet the future workforce needs of employers.  At any one time, the 
COE is reviewing 8-15 industries to determine their relevance to our system and 
their potential impact on our regional economy.     

These environmental scans reports 
have been used in a number of ways:

• Program planning and updating
• Resource Planning and Allocation
• Targeting Outreach to Specifi c  
 Employers
• Career Counseling and Planning
• Writing Grant Proposals

Completed environmental scan reports 
for the Inland Empire can be found on 
the PDC website: http://pdc.sbccd.cc.ca.us/.  All reports completed statewide 
can be downloaded at www.cccewd.net/IndustryScans. 

The Center of Excellence also supports regional and statewide marketing activities 
to increase employer awareness of the economic development services available 
from community colleges.  The Center attends business fairs and trade expos, 
regional economic development events, and advertises both the degree and not-
for-credit programs within our region.

For more information about the Center of Excellence, please contact Kevin Fleming 
at the Professional Development Center, 382-4037 or email  kfl eming@sbccd.
cc.ca.us. 

Center of Excellence Excels at Supporting Business


